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2014, women made up 22%, 25%, and 25% of adults on probation or in community correc-
tions.8 These estimates and other factors suggest that women may be underrepresented in 
community corrections. Because there are relatively few women in the system, it may mean 
that offering particular community corrections to women is costlier and difficult. This is 
the position of Zaitow and Thomas, who argue that for women there are fewer community 
sanctions and treatment options available.9 Only additional research can clearly identify 
the presence and trends of women being sentenced to community corrections.

There is a similar paucity of information about race and Hispanic origin with regard to 
correctional sanctions in the community. The literature is rife with information on race, 
Hispanic origin, and arrest, sentencing, incarceration, and recidivism. In contrast, it is vir-
tually silent on race, Hispanic origin, and community corrections. What can be located 
suggests that in 2014, 54% of those serving community corrections or probation were non-
Hispanic white, 30% were black, 13% were Latino/Hispanic, 1% were American Indian/
Alaskan Native, and 1% were Asian (Figure 10.3). These percentages appear stable over time, 
as similar proportions were measured in 2013 and 2000.10 One would think that with the 
increase in black and Hispanic individuals entering the criminal justice system that this 
same increase would be present in community corrections, but that is not the case given 
this evidence.

Problem-Solving Courts
Many offenders are sentenced to community corrections by a problem-solving court 

(see Chapter 7 for additional details). These specialized courts are intended to better  
meet the needs of particular groups of offenders. Some specialized courts include  

Figure 10.3  n  Adults on Probation at Year End, 1980–2014
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In recent years, the population serving a probationary status has decreased. What advantages does 
this bring to the taxpayer? What disadvantages? If you were a policymaker, would you sing the 
praises of this trend? Or would you campaign to change it?

Source: Adapted from Kaeble, D., Glaze, L. E., Tsoutis, A., & Minton, T. (2015). Correctional populations in the United States, 
2014 (NCJ 249513). Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice Statistics, Table 1.
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Video 10.1: 
Special courts


